Effects of sowing dates and photoperiod on the growth habit in stem determinate type dwarf lablab bean (Lablab purpureus) were investigated.
Introduction
Lablab bean or hyacinth bean (Lablab purpureus; synonym, Dolichos lablab L.) has been cultivated in India since earliest times (Purseglove, 1977) . The immature pods and tender seeds are very popular there and elsewhere in the tropics. It is usually twining, but bushy forms are also reported to occur (Smartt, 1976; Purseglove, 1977) . Both forms are grown in some limited areas of Japan, but the crop has no big market (Yasui, 1988) . Flowers of the plant also have ornamental value and a few cultivars have been developed for that purpose (Yamashita, 1989) .
The crop is photoperiodically responsive (Schaaffhausen, 1963; Purseglove, 1977) ; both long-and short-day cultivars exist. Day neutral accessions were also reported in Australia (Ison and Hopkinson, 1985) . Both the garden and field cultivars in India, however, are sown during summer and harvested from fall to spring of the following year (Purseglove, 1977) . In Bangladesh, the crop remains available in markets for a short period from November to March (Chowdhury et al., 1989) . These reports indicate that these cultivars are all short-day plants, and that long-day cultivars are not commercially available.
Dwarf photoperiods, whether the flowers were on the main stem or laterals.
Differences among internode lengths up to the 8th internode were not significant under any photoperiod (Fig. 5) . Extending the daylengths to 14 and 15 hr increased the number of nodes to 11 (Hill, 1967) and winged bean (Herath and Ormrod, 1979; Uemoto et al., 1982) , but also in tobacco (Roberts and Struckmeyer, 1938) and begonia (Heide, 1969 To cultivate the determinate type of lablab bean in Japan under structure, we found that when the seeds are sown in mid-May, the plants will assume a determinate growth habit, require the shortest number of days to flower, and give fairly good yields. If seeds are sown in late fall to early spring, the growth will be slow; when sown in summer to early fall, the growth will be twining. 
